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Ban reduces levels of clopyralid in compost  
OLYMPIA – Efforts to reduce the levels of a troublesome herbicide in commercial compost 

continues to pay off. Recently released sample results by the Washington State Department of 

Agriculture show a 9 percent reduction of the herbicide clopyralid in compost. This is on top of the 

80 percent reduction reported last year. 

WSDA banned the use of clopyralid on residential and commercial lawns in 2002 after 

consumers and compost facilities complained that its residue in compost was damaging, or could 

damage, sensitive plants, such as asters, sunflowers, tomatoes and beans. Recent testing, however, 

completed by Washington State University has indicated that the level of tolerance for the herbicide 

among sensitive plants may be higher than previously thought. 

Testing of compost completed in November 2003, showed 12.9 parts per billion (ppb) of 

clopyralid residue compared with 14.2 ppb in November 2002, a 9 percent drop. Testing was done at 

seven compost facilities in Western Washington and five in Eastern Washington. 

Clopyralid is used to kill broadleaf weeds such as dandelions, clover and thistle. However, 

the herbicide does not completely break down during the composting process. The ban is intended to 

keep clippings from grass that has been treated with clopyralid from being sent to municipal 

compost facilities. Clopyralid may still be used on golf courses and some agricultural crops as long 

as grass clippings and other waste are not sent to a compost facility. 

Cliff Weed, Pesticide Compliance Program manager at WSDA, said the latest studies show 

that the ban is working. 

“We are continuing to see a decline of clopyralid in compost,” Weed said. “The reductions 

are in line with what we were expecting.” 

Weed noted that the ban is not nationwide and that there are instances where animal feed or 

bedding brought in from other states or Canada may be contaminated with the herbicide. As a result, 

Washington will probably not completely eradicate it from compost. 

For more information on clopyralid, go to the WSDA website, www.agr.wa.gov. Information 

is also available from WSU at http://www.puyallup.wsu.edu/soilmgmt/Clopyralid.htm . 
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